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Photo: Princess Kalea plays in the snow. Photo by Angela Wright

Magical Moments with Cree
Once upon a time, Cree the Magical Unicorn banded together with ES Equine Photography and a myriad
of remarkable princess to help her friends at Holy Spirit Farm. As with any fairy tale, this event had a
happy ending… The photos were stunning, and the farm raised $200!
Since then, more, benevolent queens, kings, princesses, and princes have asked about joining Cree’s
crusade. Cree happily told her new friends that she would love to do this again on these dates:

November 16, 2019
Fall Session
$150

November 30, 2019
Christmas Session (w/ live reindeer and Santa)
Varying Prices
Contact the farm if you are interested in being part of this enchanted entourage!

Meet a Team Member

Becca Wright: Trainer, HR Rep, Event Planner, etc.
Becca does a lot, but her most prominent role at our
farm, and the one most people know her from, is
being our horseback riding instructor.
Becca has been riding for 19 years, and teaching for
about 6 of those. She once specialized in dressage,
but now, mainly enjoys hitting the trails and having
fun in the ring. Her passion lies with retraining offtrack thoroughbreds and teaching all of her
wonderful students.
When not at the barn (which is rare), Becca loves to
hit the beach or go paddle boarding. No matter the
time or place though, Becca can usually be found
with a cup of Wawa coffee in her hand.
Picture: Becca poses with her OTTB, Funny Fox, and wild mustang, Pearl S.
Buckskin.

HSF Fun Fact
Did you know that horse hooves have keratin as a base; the same protein as our hair and finger nails?
Whales’ baleen plates, antlers from both cervinae and capreolinae families, and feathers also utilize this
polymer for structure.
The rain may have soaked the grounds, but it certainly didn’t dampen our
spirits!
On October 26, 2019, we celebrated our first-annual Fall Fest, and though
some of the festivities were cut short by rain, we had a blast.
We hosted a plethora of vendors, including other rescues like A+S Horse and
Animal Sanctuary, Zoe’s House, and the Animal Rescue League of Berks
County, incredible organizations such as PA Warhorse, and members of our
community raising funds for their own personal causes or showcasing their
organizations and businesses. Attendees were also able to enjoy horse-drawn
wagon rides, farm tours, and participate in several activities and events.
Overall, the event was a success, with the farm raising over $3,000. We are
indebted to all who helped make this event possible, and to EVERYONE
who supported the rescue. Without you, we could not do what we do.

Fall
Fest
Recap

Conrad Weiser Homecoming
From interns to loaning a horse out, over these past
two years, we have developed a positive rapport
with Conrad Weiser School District.
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On Friday, October 4th, we had the opportunity to
not only table at their Homecoming Festival, but, to
have our horses and students participate in the
Homecoming Parade. Seniors Hannah Wright and
Emily Kreiser were able to highlight the horses, with
freshman Kassidy Zimmerman being the flag
bearer. Soon-to-be-high school student Aubrey
Baker was part of the auxiliary parade group.
We would like to thank all of our contacts at CW,
including Angela Wright, Stacy Osman, Misty
Witman, John Siefert, and Adam Serfass. Your
support of our program has been wonderful, but
your love for your students is unmatched!

Student Highlights
Elle decides she’s too shy for the camera.

Belle is becoming quite the
equestrian.

Now Scheduling!
We are now scheduling students for the 2019/2020 year. Students can
be of any age over 4 years, with experience ranging from beginner to
advanced. To discuss if our program is a good fit for you, reach out
today!

PBR has nothing on us! Paige begins
breaking Milkdud.

PA Horse World Expo 2020
HSF students will once again be
welcome at the PA Horse World
Expo (2/27-3/1/20) as volunteers, in
addition to their parents. Slots per day
will however be more limited this year,
so please reach out to Becca at your
earliest convenience to begin
scheduling.

Upcoming Events

Join us once again as we
celebrate some of the
most entertaining movies
out there; spaghetti
westerns!
Set to be larger and
grander than last year’s,
we are hoping to make
this a spaghetti dinner for
the books.
Currently dated for April
25, 2020. More
information can be found
online!

Keep up with all
that’s happening
on our website or
Facebook page.

Where Are They Now?
In September of 2018, we rescued 8 horses dubbed “The Herd.”
Surrendered by a grieving sister left her brother’s estate, these 8 horses were
basically feral. It took a cabal of cowboys to get them onto a trailer, and an even
larger group of people to help them to a place where they could be safely handled.
A little over a year later, they are all in different places, doing different things.
Peaches the adorable chestnut pony, was the first of the herd
to be adopted. Her new mom, Olivia W. saw a picture of the
once dreadlocked pony, with scars and cuts from her herd
mates, and new right then and there, that Peaches, now
lovingly called Queen P, was meant to be hers.
Olivia and Peaches had to work for their bond, a bond Olivia
felt from Day 1. While the pair had their ups and downs,
Olivia persisted in gaining Peaches’ trust and love. Today,
they are inseparable and living their lives as each other’s best
friends.
Have you adopted from us
and want to be featured?
Beauty was descriptively named by us,
and rightfully so. She is beautiful in every
sense of the word.
Soon after her rescue, Beauty was
diagnosed with EPM. In fact, she could
barely stand, as seen below after she
collapsed while simply walking. We
began treatment. In addition to her
medication, we started her on a
specialized diet.
Now, this gorgeous girl is thriving and
currently scheduled to become part of
Conrad Weiser High School’s
Agricultural Science program, in which
students will learn the proper care of
horses, and research her condition.

Send us some UtD pictures of
you and your #righthorse!
Joe/Tank was a huge quarter horse gelding, standing at least 18 hands
and big bodied. He was the best looking of the horses, but not the
friendliest. He was fearful and completely attached to his herd.
Joe, now Romy, was initially adopted by a kind family who did their best
to train him. Sadly, due to fear, this was not destined to be his forever
home. Luckily for Romy though, he was about to find his new family.
Today, Romy is the lapdog for a wonderful lady named Valerie Cardell
and her two children. He has completely attached himself to her young
daughter, who showers him with all the love every horse dreams of
having. He is not asked to do anything other than just be, and is living the
dream.

Shania, a 16 year old OTTB, was the
second horse to be adopted, and the first
to seriously have a rough go of things.
Our trainer’s favorite of the herd, we
were sure we had found her the perfect
home.
Sadly, that home neglected her
completely and she became emaciated.
Trapped in Connecticut, it was hard for
us to reach her. Luckily, an astounding
network of people came together to save
her.
Now, Shania is located at Sumner Brook
Farm Horse Rescue, is thriving, and is up
for adoption again. Check her out on their
website at:
https://sumnerbrookfarm.com/horsesavailable-for-adoption/
Whiskey’s story is one of total success, a fairy tale ending, and a story fit for an
elderly gentleman looking to retire.
Whiskey is Roman Reckoning, a 22 year old OTTB who was put through the
ringer. Following his retirement, he was sold to a hunter/jumper trainer who
quickly discarded him because of an old race injury. From there, no one knows
what happened to him, at least not until he arrived at our farm.
An uphill battle, this 18h monster of a horse, dropped weight when the grass
went away, was pushy, and dropped feed because of years of no dental work. To
say he was an uphill battle is putting it lightly. Desiree adopted him hoping to
one day ride him, and took Whiskey on as a project. She fought an even tougher
battle than us. Seemingly having lost all training we had tried to instill, he fought
her and rejected her. Desiree, being determined, sought out new methods of
training and found success with Positive Reinforcement Training and clicker
training. Now, the pair are bonded beyond belief.
Though she is still working with him, Desiree now has a companion for life, and
he is living the dream; retired in Florida! She was the one who learned of his
early career, injury, and initial retirement, and sincerely got him back up to par.
We are so happy for them both.

Honey was initially named after
Maj. Woodrow Call’s Kiowa
mare, and for good reason. She
was feral and fearful, and most
likely never handled.
Kathy saw something in her,
renamed her, and began working
with this opinionated mare. She
fell in love and was determined
to find her the right home.
Honey was adopted out, but
sadly, proved to be too much for
her owners. Luckily, the trainer
they had hired fell in love with
her too. Though she was forced
to return Honey, unless adopted
soon, Honey has a date with
destiny, and that destiny is to be
trained by someone who
understands her.
No photos exist from Honey’s
original arrival, so it is hard to
compare, but, HSF turned out to
be a good place for her. Honey
will soon be up for re-adoption.

Hawk was an inspiration to us all. She proved to be tough, kind, and spirited, despite the battles life
chose for her.
A breeder’s worst nightmare, Hawk suffered from an in utero sesamoid fracture, scoliosis, and a
myriad of other health problems. Instead of immediate euthanasia, she was saved by the owner of the
other seven horses. According to the stories we were told, he tried braces, surgery, and physical
therapy to help her. Sadly, none of it worked and Hawk would have to live out her days the way she
was.
As soon as we saw her, we knew had to give her only the best throughout her last days, as she was 27
years, and seemingly declining already. We whisked her away to our barn (she actually fought the
hardest to remain and was the most difficult to get on the trailer), and simply spoiled her.
When her time came, she let us know and it was a heartbreaking ideal for all. We rejoiced in the fact
that she was no longer suffering, but she left a huge hole behind. As such, we began “The Mighty
Hawk Memorial Fund,” which can be accessed via our website. This fund is strictly used for horses
and people with handi-capabilities, and, for providing the best services we can for them.

Sparrow was originally named after one of our favorite
anti-heroes, Capt. Jack Sparrow!
She had long dreadlocks and a carefree attitude, and seemed
to march to the beat of her own drum. However, she was the
third horse we were able to get a halter on, and she took a
saddle like a champ.
Fast forward to her adoption. A young, high school aged girl
named Hannah came out to look at her and immediately fell
in love. We took a chance on Hannah because of her love
and dedication to Sparrow, and are so happy we did.
Almost a year later, Hannah and Sparrow are now jumping
3’ and are CLEARING the rails with ease. In fact, once they
get this down, they are planning on going higher. Hannah
and Sparrow are currently gearing up for the 2020 show
season and are sure to take our county by storm.
Good luck, ladies!

Your Photo
Taylor rides Cienna, a pony that was
adopted out by us, before she could ever
set foot on our property. Cienna has some
blindness issues, but has been teaching
kids to ride almost since the day she was
broken. Have fun, girls!
Photo by Valerie C. (Cienna’s adopter!)
If you want your photo featured, send it to
us at holyspiritfarm@gmail.com with a
brief description of what’s going on!

Cleanliness is Next to Godliness
Sanitary Practices at HSF
We were recently asked about our biosecurity practices – measures taken to help keep all of
the horses safe from infection and disease. Given the frequency and movement of our
horses, we thought it would be a great idea to shed light on some of the things we do to
help keep the farm as healthy as it can be. While you may think that these practices are only
for rescues, any boarding facility or barn that has a variety of horses that move around
should practice most, if not all of these. When looking for a place to board your horse,
make sure you ask!
Vaccinations
In the animal world, the vaccine debate is
The Watering Hole
We all have a water source at our
farm, and for some of us, many
horses use it. Water can be breeding
ground for algae, disease, and viruses,
regardless of the number of horses
that drink form the source.
We protect our horses by bleaching
all sources at least once every 14
days, with regular soap-scrubbings
every 3-7. This occurs for all sources,
buckets and troughs alike. On top of
this, we take the extra step and do
the same with all feed buckets,
despite the fact that they are specific
to each horse.

Beware of the Bad Apple
Apples, especially those fallen on
the ground, are likely to have
high levels of patulin and
penicillium fungi growth. Both of
these fungi can infect your horse
and cause sickness, or even
death.
Avoid this by feeding your horses
non-rotting apples or apples that
have been on the ground less
than 2 days.

often null, and vaccines blindly accepted.

For vaccines to work, a critical mass of the
population needs to be protected by the
serum BEFORE a virus mutates. What
does this mean? Well, it means that
sometimes, your vaccines don’t work, and
sometimes they do.
To ensure your vaccines are working,
schedule a titer test with your vet. This will
check your horses’ levels of immunity. If
your horse has antibodies, then you may
not need to revaccinate for a year or more,
depending on the virus or strain (we tend
to over vaccinate horses, similarly to our
over vaccination of dogs and cats). If your
horse is not showing anything, then you
will need to revaccinate.

Do you

We are proud to be sponsored by…

Remember to leave reviews
or a message on Facebook,
Google, or Yelp!

HSF NEEDS YOU!
We are in need of
sponsors.
Do you know a company
willing to help us? Perks
include free advertising
online and at all events,
merchandise, reduced-cost
services, and entry to barn
events!

We could use:







Double-sided clips
Carabiners
75 gallon water
trough
Hay Stretcher
Purina Senior Horse
Feed
Beet Pulp w/o
molasses

Do you know this horse?
This 25+ year old gelding was found abandoned
in Grantville, Pennsylvania.
While he is now receiving proper care, any leads
to find out more information are greatly
appreciated.
To contact us with information, please call us at
(610) 698 – 4480.

131 Justa Road
Wernersville, PA 19565
www.holyspiritfarmhorsesanctuary.com

